
                T.I.S. Digital Backpack         

February 3, 2020 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 

After School Pick up Parking 

 

When picking up your child at the end of the school day, please do not park next to 

the yellow curb along the rear of the building. The yellow curbing indicates that 

the area is a designated no parking zone.  

 

School Cell Phone Policy 

 

We’ve recently experienced some minor issues with student cell phones usage in 

school. Below is the school policy regarding cell phones in school. The policy is 

consistent with that of Tolland Middle School.  

All electronic devices are to be turned off and stored away for the duration of the 

school day (8:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.). This includes, but is not limited to cell phones, 

music players, video systems, and video game 

systems. Cell phones and cell phone cameras that are misused anywhere on school 

grounds and/or on any school field trip or function will result in disciplinary 

action. 

  

Grade 5 Assembly 

The 5th grade is had our first grade level PBIS assembly. Students participated in a 

“Spaghetti Marshmallow Challenge.” They were divided into groups of four and 

asked to build the tallest spaghetti structure to support a marshmallow at the 

top.  They will be given 25 pieces of raw spaghetti, 1 meter of tape, 1 meter of 

string, scissors, and of course a marshmallow. They constructed amazing 

structures!  The highest TIS marshmallow structure record of the day was a 

whopping 71.5 centimeters high!  The fun assembly concluded with Mr. Zangerl 

and Miss Yaglowski demonstrating a science experiment. 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


                 

 

 

  



T.I.S. CALENDAR 

 
 

February 2020  

 3 PTO Meeting at TIS, 7:00 pm 

 4 Grade 5 Esteem Night (see flyer) 

 5 Grade 5 Esteem Night Snowdate 

 7 Grade 4 Valentine’s Day Dance 

 12 Coffee with the Principal, 9:15 

   17-19 NO SCHOOL 
  

  



WHAT’S NEW IN OUR T.I.S. CLASSROOMS 

 

GRADE 3 

Happy New Year!  This month has really flown by and we have been busy.  Third 

graders came back after vacation ready to start 2020 with exciting new 

adventures at T.I.S.  In math we have been working on multiplication and division.  

Students are multiplying two and three digit numbers with regrouping. We have 

also transitioned to understanding division and working with numbers in the tens 

and hundreds, as well as remainders.  Knowing their multiplication math facts helps 

them greatly when they are doing their daily math.  Please continue to encourage 

the use of Reflex and math games to practice their facts.  We’ll be moving on to 

fractions, time, and temperature in the next couple of months.   

 In Language Arts, we are using the Journeys program to focus on topics such 

as technology innovation, life science, agriculture, and Native American history 

with whole group reading, as well as small group instruction.  Our unit also focuses 

on skills that review and teach about nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and 

writing quotations. We have also focused on the comprehension skills of main idea 

and details, sequence of events, graphic features, theme, and point of view. 

 In writer's workshop, we are currently working on information pieces. This 

unit guides students toward creating voice-filled informational texts about topics 

of their choice and expertise. Students will learn strategies for creating 

informational texts and the best ways to organize information. Students will utilize 

text features such as headings, pictures & diagrams with captions, bold text, table 

of contents and a glossary. While writing, we are paying close attention to verb 

tenses. We are looking for subject-verb agreement within sentences and 

paragraphs. We are also using word work patterns and rules when editing writing 

for the correct spelling. 

 In science, classes have started investigations into “The Case of the Odd 

Motions”. Students will investigate what makes objects move the way they do. 

Some of the forces they will investigate are gravity, magnetism, and static 

electricity. Students will collaboratively plan experiments and collect data to 

explain a phenomenon or test a design solution.  

Third grade is an exciting place to be this winter.  As a school we have also 

focused on the theme of Empathy during morning announcements and in our Hawk 

Nest meetings. All students at T.I.S. met with their Nest leader to discuss the 

monthly character trait empathy and ways to show empathy in their home lives and 



here at school.  Please continue to support your child at home by reading every 

night and practicing math facts.  
 

GRADE 4 

Fourth Grade is off to a great start in 2020! We are diligently working on 

new concepts in our fraction unit.  We will soon be checking our progress with a 

Mid Year Assessment which focuses on prior concepts covered this year. We 

continue to use IXL and Reflex Math to strengthen our skills. 

In LA, we strive to enrich our reading skills with our Journeys Reading 

series. Our next selections will focus on drawing conclusions, making 

generalizations, and examining text and graphic features.  We will be integrating 

our Social Studies unit on the Northeast Region with our informational writing unit 

in LA to research and write a report on various aspects of the region. 

Mark Ruede, the Science Supervisor, will introduce the next area of study, 

Waves and Erosion, and explain the performance task to the students. The 

students will design and build a structure to help prevent erosion as a culminating 

activity. 

The Fourth Grade Valentine’s Day Dance with be held on Friday, February 

7th.  This is a great opportunity for students to bring a favorite adult to a fun 

social event at T.I.S. It will be a night of dancing, prizes, and refreshments.  There 

will be a $15 dollar charge per couple at the door. Hope you are able to attend! 
 

GRADE 5 

Fifth grade mathematicians are finishing up their unit on operations with decimals 

and will soon begin their fractions unit.  The units include students solving real-

world style problems. These problems are fairly complex, but the students will be 

using their bar modeling strategies to solve them.  We know that some of these 

problems are very challenging, but the effort and perseverance is to be 

commended. 

In science, fifth graders are well into their unit on ecosystems.  Students have 

been researching abiotic and biotic factors that help ecosystems to thrive.  The 

main organism students are focused on are the Golden Jellyfish of Lake Palau. Well 

done fifth grade scientists. 



In language arts, students are reading two novels. Students are focusing on story 

structure and character development in, “Thunder Rolling in the Mountains,” by 

Scott O’Dell. We are also reading an entertaining book, “Phantom Tollbooth,” by 

Norton Juster, which focuses on word play.  Students are learning the difference 

between literal and figurative language. Students will be assigned a writing task 

after each novel to show their knowledge of the skills they learned in the novel. 

Fifth graders are really looking forward to Esteem Day on Tuesday, Feb. 4th.  This 

is a wonderful program put on by Canton High School students. These students 

spend the entire school day with fifth graders discussing a variety of topics that 

are pertinent to our students.  The Esteem leaders perform skits, lead small group 

discussions to help start a dialogue on many important issues and dance! This is 

always one of the favorite days of the year for fifth graders and their teachers. 

Mark your calendar for the evening event where you are invited to watch an 

abbreviated version of the day’s events. Please join us Tuesday night, February 4th, 

from 6:00 – 7:15 pm.  

  



          January 10, 2020 

Dear Fifth Grade Parents: 

On Tuesday, February 4th, the fifth grade students will have the unique opportunity to spend the 

day and evening with a group of students from Canton High School.  These high school 

students are trained counselors who work with younger children as part of a program known as 

Esteem.   

Some of the topics covered in the Esteem program are:   

 Self-esteem  

 Awareness of drug and alcohol-related issues 

 Helping others  

 Understanding feelings 

 Developing coping skills 
 

The Canton students and their two teacher-advisors will work along with our students and 

teachers throughout the day in the TIS gymnasium.  Our students will also take part in a group 

presentation for parents that night.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this special 

program on Tuesday, February 4th, from 6:00 - 7:15 PM.   

An Esteem t-shirt has been ordered for each fifth grader.  Students will wear the shirt during the 

day and at the evening presentation to show their team wide commitment to this program.  

Since the Canton students spend the entire day with us, we provide lunch and dinner for the 

Esteem leaders.  The cost for the program and t-shirt is $13 per child.  Please send cash or 

make a check payable to TIS SAA by Friday, January 24th. 

We look forward to having you and your child experience this memorable day. 

Sincerely, 

The Fifth Grade Teachers 

 

I read the Esteem letter and have included the $13.00 payment. 

 

 

 

______________________________     _______________________________ 

Student Name    Parent Signature 

 
 

  



  
Tolland Intermediate School 

96 Old Post Road 

Tolland, CT  06084 

860.870-6885                               

 

Dear 4th Grade Chorus members and families, 

 

The 4th grade Chorus will not meet in January.  

 

We will resume our Morning and Recess Chorus 

rehearsals on Wednesday, February 5, 2020 to 

begin preparing for our May 19, 2020 Spring 

Concert. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Marchesani 
nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us 

 

 

 
 

mailto:nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

 

TEPTO 4TH GRADE 

VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE 

TOLLAND INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 

FEBRUARY 7TH 7 – 9 PM 

 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE ADULT!! 

DRESS-UP ATTIRE 

$15 PER COUPLE 

COME JOIN YOUR CLASSMATES FOR A GREAT NIGHT OF DANCING, DJ, PRIZES & 

FUN! 

COOKIES AND WATER WILL BE PROVIDED. 

GLOW JEWELRY & CARNATIONS WILL BE SOLD FOR $1 EACH 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER OR DONATE COOKIES AT 

https://signup.com/go/JTcYXXe 

 

PLEASE CONTACT US WITH ANY QUESTIONS AT 

tollandctelementarypto@gmail.com 

 

  

https://signup.com/go/JTcYXXe
mailto:tollandctelementarypto@gmail.com


 



 



  



 



Friends of Tolland Music Booster Club 

friendsoftollandmusic.org 

friendsoftollandmusic@gmail.com 

 

SWEATSHIRT/T-SHIRT ORDER 
FORM 

 

 

                            
 

Short Sleeve T-Shirt (100% poly, moisture wicking)    $15.00 (XS-XL)      

Circle Size Needed  XS S M L XL XXL 
($18.00) 
 

Long Sleeve T-Shirt (100%poly, moisture wicking)   $20.00 (XS-XL)      
Circle Size needed  XS S M L XL XXL 
($23.00) 
 

Sweatshirt (50/50 cotton/poly fleece)     $35.00 (S-XL)    
Circle Size Needed  S M L XL XXL ($38.00) 

 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Grade ____________   Music Teacher ___________________________________________ 

 
Email or phone ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Total Enclosed _______________________   Check # _______________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Friends of Tolland Music Booster Club 

Orders Must be into your Music Teacher by Friday, February 14th  

mailto:friendsoftollandmusic@gmail.com


Raising a Kindergarten Star! 

March 25, 6:30-7:30 PM Birch Grove Media Center (just adults) 

                                                      

 

Parents of children entering Kindergarten, 
join other parents and teachers to hear how 
you can best prepare your child to be ready 
for Kindergarten and all the excitement 
ahead! 

 

Refreshments will be served.  RSVP by 
March 20: lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us or 

(860) 870-6750 x 5 

mailto:lleibowitz@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

Now is the time to register for 2020-2021  
 

                            
Open registration for FRC begins February 3 for next year’s FRC programs. We have limited spaces 

remaining in our programs.  

We offer before and after school for children in grades K-6. Preschool Programs and playgroups for 2-5 

year olds 2-4 days a  week 2.5 - 6 hours a day.  

Visit our website:  

www.tolland.k12.ct.us/community/family_resource_center   for registration information and forms or 

call Laurel Leibowitz  

                                 (860) 870-6750 x 5 

                   



Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2019-2020 

Please do not release any photos of my student in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in any of the above areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 



TIS SPIRIT DAYS 
(Note:  dates for Pi Day and Patriotic Day have changed) 

 

October 31st         Decades Day 

November 26th
          Hat Day 

December 13th     PJ Day 

         District Wide  
      

December 20th  Crazy Sweater Day 
 

January 31st
   Sports Team Day 



March 13th    PI Day 

April 24th   College Spirit Day 

May 22th    Patriotic Day 

June 1st   Wacky Tacky Day 

  



 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2019-2020 

 

  September 18, 2019   February 12, 2020  

  October 9, 2019    March 25, 2020 

  November 13, 2019   No April meeting 

  No December meeting   May 13, 2020 

  January 15, 2020-CANCELLED DUE TO THE SCHEDULING OF AN EARLY 

RELEASE THIS DAY    

 

(all meetings begin at 9:15 a.m.) 

  



TEPTO Volunteer Guidelines 

 

1. All TEPTO volunteers must be an approved volunteer for Tolland Public 

Schools. 
 

2. Please refrain from making personal calls while volunteering.  
 

3. Smoking, drinking and illegal substances are prohibited at all TEPTO events. 
 

4. Appropriate attire for working with children is expected at all times. 
 

5. Volunteers are to report to the TEPTO Board Member or Chairperson in 

charge of the event upon arrival to sign in and receive a volunteer badge. 
 

6. Volunteer badges are to be worn and seen at all times during TEPTO events. 
 

7. Volunteers may not leave an assigned position, change or swap positions at 

any time during an event unless notified and relieved by a TEPTO Board 

Member or Chairperson. 
 

8. Co-room parents are expected to work together to respectfully share 

responsibilities requested by teachers and TEPTO Board. 
 

9. Emails addressed to the appropriate TEPTO mailboxes will be responded to 

within 48 hours, unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
 

10. Determinations of the TEPTO board are final.  Any communications on 

decisions or matters of the board will reflect such determinations.  Once an 

answer has been provided and articulated, it will be considered 

resolved.  Similar questions by the same person on any one issue will not 

receive additional responses. 
 

11. Failure to abide by these policies may result in exclusion for volunteering, 

event services, and opportunities for TEPTO. 

Tolland Elementary Schools 



Parent Teacher Organization 
 

2019-2020 
TEPTO Monthly Meetings 

 
All meetings are on Mondays at 7pm in the Library 

 
 September 9th     TIS 
 October 7th     Birch Grove 
 November 4th     TIS 
 December 2nd     Birch Grove 
 February 3rd     TIS 
 March 2nd     Birch Grove 
 April 6th      Birch Grove 
 May 4th      Birch Grove 
 June 1st      TIS 
 

2019-2020 Executive Board 
President: Jennifer Gallichant 

BG Vice President: Bethany Lescoe     TIS Vice President: Tina Smith 
Treasurer: Linda Scheidel     Membership: Rebecca Moore    Communications: Diana Gascon 

Secretary: Jenn Reynolds     Ways & Means: Kristen Overton 

 
 

 

 

            

 



 

 

 

 


